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SECTION : EPICS AND PURANAS

USAGE OF UPANISADS IN THE VAYAVIYASAMHITA

Christele BAROIS

The Vayaviyasamhitd is the seventh samhita of the standard edition of the Sivapurdna. As is
frequent in puranic literature, this Saivite samhita justifies its orthodoxy and authority by
claiming to be equal to Veda or to be its essence (vedasammita, vedasara, etc.). Here and
there, verses from Upanisads are inserted into the body of the text, sometimes with the final
indication iti Srutih, and sometimes without any indication. In this paper, I shall present
certain devices that are used to draw verses of the following Upanisads into the Saivite
doctrine: Taittiriya, Svetasvatara, Atharvasikha and Kena-Upanisad, since these upanisadic
insertions have not only been re-written to conform to the metrical frame of the epic sloka, but

have been subtly altered to support the Saivite view of the Vayaviyasamhita.



