
New Evidence for the Dating and Religious Prac-

tices of P	a±upatas

Diwakar Acharya
Kyoto University

There are very few instances of mentioning of the P	a±upatas in early
datable materials, inscriptions or texts. So I want to draw attention
to two passing references to P	a±upata ascetics: one in Vasubandhu's
Abhidharmako±abh	as.ya and another in Bharata's N	at.ya±	astra. Since
both these texts are of relatively early date, any information from them
is important.

In the same text, Vasubandhu also criticises a position which holds
	I±vara to be the cause (k	aran. a) of everything. He concludes his crit-
icism of these 	I±varak	aran. av	adins quoting ironically a verse of theirs
about Rudra. This verse is fortunately found now incorporated in the
Mah	abh	arata in two places, in a group of few verses which explains
�iva's certain epithets and this way describe him. I will also have some
remarks on those Mah	abh	arata verses.

Moreover, with the discovery of the P	a±upatavidhis of G	argya, the
understanding of Religious Practices of P	a±upatas is widened. I will
discuss ritualistic contents of these texts, and brie�y state the problems
involved in interpretation of these texts.


